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[Appearing below is an English-language summary of "Al Margen del Apoyo Financiero Sobrevive
el 40% de los Ejidos," published in the 11/15/91 issue of El Financiero. The Spanish original appears
in this issue of SourceMex (11/20/91).] Nearly 60% of all Mexican agricultural producers, including
ejido members and private landowners, work less than five hectares of non-irrigated land. Corn
predominates in the ejido sector, accounting for 65% of planted area. Next in the ranking are
beans (5%), sorghum (5.9%), and sugarcane (3.5%). An estimated 40% of all ejidos (11,000 units)
lack access to production and investment loans due to multiple restrictions and regulations. Next,
technical assistance is unknown in over half the nation's ejidos. Of all rainfed ejido land, 13.3%
are located in Oaxaca state; 6.8% in Guerrero; 6.4% in Veracruz; 6.3% in Chiapas, 5.8% in Sinaloa,
and 5.7% in Chihuahua. Next, 38% of irrigated ejido land is located in the states of Sinoloa, Sonora,
Michoacan and Tamaulipas. President Carlos Salinas de Gortari has proposed amending article
27 of the constitution which governs ejido property relations and land use. Once procedures for
the establishment of associations between ejido members and domestic and foreign investors are
completed, private investment on ejido lands will go forward. Further sub-division of agricultural
land plots under government agrarian reform and related programs has already been prohibited.
Suggested changes in the legal framework pertaining to property relations overlook the fact that
many ejido members do not have a formal legal claim to the land they currently work. Existing law
establishes that the minimum dryland plot size for each ejido member is 10 to 20 ha., depending on
soil quality and geographical location. In practice, however, workers on ejido lands did not legalize
use rights, particularly when plot size was below the specified minimum. Next, legalization of
private capital investment in production on ejido plots hardly guarantees reduction of the extreme
poverty prevailing in the Mexican countryside. Modifications in property relations are not likely
to transform the chronic inadequacy of credit and technical assistance available to agricultural
producers characterizing Mexican agriculture as a whole. In the 1988-1991 period, corn crop yields
increased an average 16.5% per year, and bean crop productivity by 40.9% per annum. Production
volume growth rates, however, did not match productivity figures. Over the same period, bean
output rose an average 21.6% per year, and corn production, an average 14%. Meanwhile, rice
output declined an average 6% per annum, and wheat production effectively stagnated. Private
investment in agriculture alone will not raise living standards and income levels in the countryside,
nor will it reverse overall patterns in food staple production.
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